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THIS MONTH...
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Life is like riding a bicycle. 
To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving.”

Albert Einstein
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A word from the editorCombe
Home
Care
Ltd

We believe there’s no place like home!
Our Care At Home services include:

* Personal Care - Dressing, bathing, general hygiene 
and appearance, bed bathing, medication, help with 
feeding
* Social Care - Companionship, social interaction, * Social Care - Companionship, social interaction, 
letter writing, reading, escorting to appointments, 
hobbies
* Domestic Care - Cooking, menu planning, cleaning, 
household cleanlines, shopping, laundry

TEL: 07876 100989
contact@combehomecare.com

Adults with physical disabilities - Learning disabilities - 
Frail elderly people - People with dementia - People 

with long-term medical conditions - People in need of 
rehabilitation or support following hospital discharge - 
People with sensory impairment - People who live with 

mental health conditions

Day Care, Night Care, Respite Services

If you or your loved ones need support, contact us:
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Happy new year one and 
all - and a warm welcome 
to the very first edition of 
2024 for The Ilfracombe 
Magazine. I trust you all 
had a pleasant festive 
period and New Year’s Eve 
and hopefully you managed 
to get some rest to invigo-
rate you for a fresh start. 
As always, we are here to 
provide you with a directory 
of the best local businesses 
and services - as well as 
the latest news from the 
town. This month we report 

on the new owners of one 
of the town’s biggest and 
best-known hotels - The 
Dilkhusa Grand on Wilder 
Road. With many of the 
larger hotels in the town 
disappearing over recent 
years, it’s encouraging to 
hear that the Dilk has been 
snapped up by a hospitality 
group base in Southeast 
Asia who have big plans to 
expand the venue’s oppor-
tunities. Read more about 
this on page 8. We also 
bring news on the medical 

front as local nurses have 
been supplied with innova-
tive new medical bags 
thanks to a hefty donation 
from the Tyrrell Hospital’s 
League of Friends group. 
This fantastic local team 
make donations which 
come from the sales of 
clothes, books and other 
items at its charity shop in 
Church Street - so do pop 
in and have a browse!

Leo 
The Ilfracombe Magazine

A word from the editor
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After phenomenally criti-
cally acclaimed Edinburgh 
Fringe runs, the hugely 
popular ‘The Importance of 
Being… Earnest?’ is com-
ing to the Queens Theatre, 
Barnstaple from Friday, 
2 February to Sunday, 4 
February 2024. The play’s 
debut UK tour has a cast 
that includes the cream 
of the crop of UK improv 
including Lucy Trodd (a 
founding member of Olivier 
Award-winning Showstop-
per! The Improvised 
Musical), Amy Cooke-
Hodgeson, (a founding 
member of award-winning 
comedy hit Austentatious, 
who has starred in multiple 
UK tours, Edinburgh Fringe 
runs and on BBC Radio 4’s 

recording of the show) and 
Tom Bulpett (who starred in 
The Play That Goes Wrong 
at the Duchess Theatre 
in the West End). In this 
riotous twist on a much-
loved classic the show 
opens to looming disaster; 
the actor playing Ernest in 
Oscar Wilde’s famed farce 
fails to arrive on cue. In a 
monumental effort to ‘save 
the show’, a real audience 
member is quickly cast in 
the lead role. But this im-
petuous recasting sets off 
a hilarious chain of events 
that, one-by-one, renders 
the rest of the cast unable 
to continue their perfor-
mances. As more audience 
members are encouraged 
to step into the spotlight, 

led backstage for costume 
and make-up, impromptu 
auditions, the painting of 
portraits, the chanting of 
mantras; doing whatever’s 
needed to help the show 
go on, an absurd controlled 
madness ensues – until it 
feels as if there are almost 
as many audience mem-
bers in the cast as there 
are in the ... audience. This 
is a comedic masterpiece 
of meticulous logistics, 
meritoriously involved audi-
ences and masterful stage 
management. The Impor-
tance of Being... Earnest? 
Is an exciting and hilarious 
experience both to watch 
and be part of. For more 
information visit queensthe-
atre-barnstaple.com.

new twist on Comedy classic comes to north devon
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new twist on Comedy classic comes to north devon
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An Ilfracombe hotel has 
been purchased by a 
Southeast Asian hotel 
chain. The 99-bedroom 
Dilkhusa Hotel, which 
was also briefly used as a 
centre to house refugees, 
is now part of the Compass 
Hospitality group, making it 
the 21st hotel that the busi-
ness operates in the United 
Kingdom. The company 
says the aquisition reflects 
their commitment to growth 
and investment in the UK’s 
hospitality sector. According 
to a press release issued by 

the company, The Dilkhusa 
was originally a private 
house and takes its name 
from Hindi meaning “House 
of the Happy Heart”. The 
hotel’s location on the Victo-
rian seafront, close to the 
harbour, adds to its charm 
and historical significance. 
Compass Hospitality say 
they are looking to diversify 
the hotel business by cater-
ing to a more varied mix of 
guests, including corporate 
visitors and hosting meet-
ings and events. A spokes-
man said: “This shift in 

strategy reflects the positive 
performance trends in the 
UK market and the hotel’s 
commitment to adapting to 
changing demands.”
Compass Hospitality oper-
ates under several brands 
including Compass, Citrus, 
Citin, Ananda, and the 
Compass Collection which 
includes individually brand-
ed hotels and resorts. Their 
range of properties includes 
hotels, resorts, executive 
apartments and spas in 
countries such as Thailand, 
Malaysia & Sri Lanka.

ilfracombe hotel acquired by international group
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0800 043 0075info@energy-store.uk

The Government’s 0% VAT on Solar PV is coming to an
end with more and more people taking advantage of
this discount. Our local team are fully insured and
hold all renewable certification giving you peace of
mind. We also have our compliance team that
complete all your documentation for the
National Grid, which allows you to sell
any extra kilowatts back to them.
You can also install battery
storage to power your home
through the night!

NOW IS THE
TIME TO MAKE
THE CHANGE TO A
SOLAR PV FUTURE!

Free quotation and Site surveys
Installation within 4 weeks
Access to previous installations

We are a team of passionate people who are committed to making a difference
today for local communities and transform the future of energy for the better.
We will take your project from start to finish and are always on hand should
any questions come up. We install all domestic and commercial properties.

Our own local installer team
Help to obtain top export payments
Quick return on investment

LOOK US UP ON

ilfracombe hotel acquired by international group
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Community nurses in and 
around Ilfracombe have 
been equipped with inno-
vative new medical bags 
that are literally easing 
the load on frontline NHS 
staff. Funded by a donation 
of over £11,000 from the 
town’s League of Friends 
of Tyrrell Hospital, the 40 
bags are helping nurses 
caring for patients at home 
in Ilfracombe, Berrynarbor, 
Combe Martin, Lynton, 
Braunton, Woolacombe, 
Georgeham and Croyde. 
Each bag contains six co-
loured pouches where 

nurses can store the kit 
for specific tasks, such as 
wound care, taking blood 
samples or blood glucose 
monitoring. “The bags are 
amazing and the nurses 
definitely like them,” says 
Charlaine Cooper, Commu-
nity Hospital & Hub Manag-
er at Tyrrell Hospital. “The 
bag fits neatly into the boot 
of a car, so there is nothing 
rolling around in the back, 
and the nurse can just take 
out the pouch they need for 
a particular patient - rather 
than having to lug the whole 
bag around, or dig about 

in the boot when it’s dark, 
raining, and maybe they’ve 
had to park up on the kerb. 
Our nurses are working so 
hard the whole time that 
anything that’s lighter to 
carry, that saves their backs 
and makes them more 
comfortable when they’re 
working is a really big thing 
for them.”
Leanne Pridmore, Com-
munity Nurse Team Man-
ager at the Tyrrell Hospital, 
echoed that view, adding: 
“It just makes my work-
ing day so much easier. I 
know I have got everything 
I need, when I need it.” 
Designed with the help of 
community nurses in the 
Northern Services team 
at Royal Devon Univer-
sity Healthcare Founda-
tion Trust, the bags are 
made by Gloucestershire-
based CorrMed and were 
shortlisted for the national 
Primary and Community 
Care Innovation of the Year 
award at the Health Service 
Journal Awards. “We are 
extremely lucky to have 
the League of Friends of 
the Tyrrell Hospital to help 
provide these bags - and a 
lot more equipment over the 
years,” says Cooper. “Not 
all hospitals have Leagues, 
and ours makes an enor-
mous difference. By helping 
nurses to do their jobs, it re-
ally is helping to make local 
people better.”

‘combe nurses get kit boost thanks to local donations
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‘combe nurses get kit boost thanks to local donations
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ACCOUNTING

 mark@map-accounting.co.uk
www.map-accounting.co.uk

T: 01271 867 609 • M: 07779 601 574

HASSLE-FREE 
LOW COST ACCOUNTING

Bookkeeping
Annual Accounts
Payroll Services (RTI)
Income Tax Returns
Company Accounts
Partnership Accounts
VAT Returns
Out of hours home visit
Free quote
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The view
with COMBEBIRD

For more fantastic photos from
Combebird, check out her

online blog by visiting
www.facebook.com/combebird

Each month we share a beautiful image of Ilfracombe from local photography blogger 
Combebird. This month, fresh wintry scene at Arlington Court.
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Clear. Open. Honest.

For all your printing needs. 
Still Here, Still Local on your High Street 

We can print your Photo’s  
From USB, SD card ,Phone or Email 

New instant prints in 6x4 and 8x6 
All the way upto A2 

Photocopies, Gifts , stationary 
5, High Street, Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 9DL 

TEL: 01271 863131 
Email:   yvonne@kingsleyprinters.co.uk 

 www.Kingsleyprinters.co.uk 
Facebook.com/kingsleyprinters 

Now offering a Range 
of Photo Printed gifts 
From Mugs to T shirts. 
Printed Ribbons 

Passport Photos  
Printed, digital  and codes  

Rolle Quay, Barnstaple, EX31 1JE
Tel: 01271 321600
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www.hurricanefencingnorthdevon.co.uk
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Local
Electrician

www.cornerwayselectrical.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to come and do a small job?

   * Extra Lights *Additional Sockets      * Qualified Electrician
   * New Fuse Boards               * Fully Insured
   * Rewires * New Installations         * Reliable Service * Tidy Work
   * Holiday Homes, Lets & Caravan Parks   * Free Quote * Flexible Hours
   * Landlord & Homebuyer Inspections    * Reasonably Priced

Fault Finding and Repairs - Satisfaction GuaranteedFault Finding and Repairs - Satisfaction Guaranteed

I will assure you of a quick response and a reasonably priced service!
Call Alan on : 07977 507433 or 01271 268513 or email: info@cornerwayselectrical.co.uk 
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155 High Street, Ilfracombe EX34 9EZ   Tel: 01271 855828
E:bodyaware@btinternet.com | www.bodyawarepilates.co.uk

● DO YOU SUFFER WITH BACK ACHE?
TENSION IN THE SHOULDERS?
STIFF JOINTS? LOWER BACK PAIN?

● WOULD YOU LIKE TO IMPROVE YOUR
POSTURE? BUILD STRENGTH AND IMPROVE
YOUR MOBILITY?

● DO YOU NEED TIME TO RELAX YOUR MIND &
BODY? DO YOU WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR FITNESS,
HAVE FUN AND A SENSE OF WELL-BEING?

Call us on
01272 855828
Or connect on FB:
bodyawarepilates

At the Body Aware Pilates studio and
clinic, we have something for you!

● Group and individual Pilates classes
(Mat and Reformer)

● Thai Massage
● Sports Massage
● Osteopathy
● Yoga
● Dance
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NEW REMNANT STORE
Unit B, The Old Bakery,

Chambercombe Park Road,
Ilfracombe, EX34 9PH

Carpet, vinyl & safety flooring
Open Saturdays 10am-3pm

Open after 5pm to accommodate those who 
work - please ring ahead to arrange a time

Flooring Services
Supplied & Installed - Contract & Domestic

Wet Room Specialist - Commercial Kitchens
Luxury Vinyl Tiles

Thousands of carpet & vinyl samples
Hundreds of remnants & stock rolls

Buy your carpet 
from us for your 
own fitter to fit,
or fit yourself!

Safety Flooring
Karndean Specialist
Plus LVT

01271 855860
07967 560272
ajsjeffery@msn.com
Find us on Facebook

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK’S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY

BEFORE

QUALITY KITCHEN MAKEOVERS
by simply replacing the doors and worktops

MODERN CLASSIC

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

AFTER

UK MANUFACTURED

› Up to 50% less than a new fully  
fitted kitchen

› Replacement kitchen doors
› Cost effective made to measure solution
› Worktops and appliances
› Quick installation in 2-3 days by  

local professionals

Unit 4 Queens House,
6 Queen Street, 
Barnstaple, EX32 8HJ
Call us now for a free estimate:

01271 603060

9.8/10
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Mobile: 07818 531554 - Office: 01271 863863
keith@keithsmithwindows.co.uk - www.keithsmithwindows.co.uk

KeithSmithWindows           KeithSmithWindows

SPECIALISTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF DOUBLE GLAZING
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Also tracks and poles

I have a strong design background,
so can offer help and advice with

choosing fabrics and style of curtains
or blinds to suit your home

and your décor

www: coastalcurtainstudio.co.uk

Tel:  07932 645097  / 01271 863660

FENCING
NEW BUILD & REPAIRS

QUALITY MATERIALS & WORKMANSHIP

W TUCKER
01271 883535
07971 583813

PostsaverPostsaver installer - for double life posts



In every home, every month  FREE   call 07736465549 email theilfracombemagazine@outlook.com In every home, every month  FREE   call 07736465549 email theilfracombemagazine@outlook.comIn every home, every month  FREE   call 07736465549 email theilfracombemagazine@outlook.com

Philip J Milton
& Company Plc

North Devon’s Leading  
Independent Wealth Managers

Find us on...

Proud to offer a complete range of advice upon 
all aspects of your financial affairs with some of 
the most qualified and experienced staff in the 
Country. Our clients are like a family to us and 

every staff member is ready to go the extra mile to 
ensure they receive the best possible advice.

Choweree House, 21 Boutport Street, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 1RP
www.miltonpj.net    01271 344300    info@miltonpj.net

*Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

n Wealth & Portfolio Management*
n Retirement & Financial Planning*
n Tax Planning*, Taxation &       
Personal Accountancy
n Attorneyships, Wills, Trusts & 
Probate Administration

Contact us today for a no obligation
initial consultation at our cost.

www.loveringsnorthdevon.co.uk

LOVERINGS
Combe Martin Ltd

Quality Car Sales
Car Repairs & Service Centre
Bodywork & Accident Repairs

01271 883257
Borough Road, Combe Martin

North Devon EX34 0AN

Call Nigel on 01271 867803 or 07749 823720
Email hodgkissnigel2@gmail.com
www.appleyardlandscapes.co.uk

APPLEYARD
Garden & Landscaping

We have been transforming gardens into useful and beautiful 
outdoor spaces since 1987, with many delighted customers 
along the way. We listen carefully to your requirements, 

building the garden around your ideas, suggesting
alternatives and recycling materials where appropriate.

So if you are planning a new garden, give us a 
call to discuss your project.

FENCING, TURFING, DECKING, GARDENS 
CLEARED, PAVING & PATIOS
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JME

james@jmescaffolding.co.uk


